Terms and agreement for participation in a field based program
This agreement and release is made and entered into between the non-profit organization DANTA: Association for Conservation of the Tropics and: 

___________________________________(print name) (hereafter referred to as STUDENT) for participation in any course, internship, or research oriented experience (hereafter referred to as a CLASS)at Amigos de Osa, Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica, or at any other site visited as part of such a CLASS.  This agreement applies whether the activity is sponsored by a university or other institution of higher learning (hereafter referred to as the HOST INSTITUTION, generally the institution of higher learning that employs the instructor heading the course) or it may not.  STUDENTs may or may not be matriculated at another institution of higher learning, hereafter to be referred to as the HOME INSTITUTION.

I. Recitals


WHEREAS DANTA desires to provide educational opportunities for students, including participation in field courses, internships or research experiences that may or may not be sponsored by a HOST INSTITUTION.


WHEREAS, STUDENT desires to participate in such an educational experience under the terms and conditions hereafter set forth:


Now, therefore, in consideration hereof the parties agree as follows:

II. STUDENT’s Obligations

1. STUDENT understands that DANTA provides instruction, food, lodging and transportation within Costa Rica for the purpose of completing the CLASS registered for.  DANTA makes no warranties of any kind, expressed or implied, regarding the CLASS, including perceived quality of the course or other services rendered.  DANTA assumes no responsibility and disclaims any liability for damages or injuries suffered by STUDENT by reason of negligent or wrongful acts or failures to act of any person or institution with whom they may make arrangement for promotion, facilitation and/or operation of the CLASS.

STUDENT agrees that DANTA shall be indemnified and held harmless from any action by STUDENT, STUDENT’s parents, spouse and children (if any), heirs, assigns and administrators as a result of his/her participation in the CLASS.

2. STUDENT understands that course requirements stated in the syllabus must be met whether STUDENT is taking the CLASS for credit or not.  STUDENT further understands that CLASS registration is based on availability and cannot be guaranteed.

3. STUDENT shall pay the station fees required by DANTA in a timely fashion.  STUDENT understands that DANTA is not an institution of higher learning and cannot be responsible for providing academic credit at any institution of higher learning.  STUDENTs desiring academic credit must make appropriate arrangements prior to attending the CLASS.

4. STUDENT understands that all deposits and payments may be encumbered by the stated payment deadline.  After the date of the deadline, STUDENT may not receive any refund of payments made to DANTA whether they continue in the CLASS or not.

5. STUDENT shall obtain and maintain health insurance which is satisfactory to DANTA and provides, at a minimum, coverage abroad for the period of all travel involving the CLASS.

6. STUDENT shall obtain immunizations appropriate for international travel to the country in which the CLASS will be held as determined by the CDC and their local travel health clinic.

7. If, during participation in the CLASS, STUDENT becomes incapacitated, or otherwise unable to provide consent to medical treatment and advance consent cannot be obtained from STUDENT’s family, STUDENT agrees that medical treatment may be performed when, in the opinion of competent medical personnel, the health or welfare of STUDENT will be adversely affected by any delay.  In such event, STUDENT authorizes DANTA or its representatives to grant permission for the necessary medical treatment of STUDENT.

Student shall indemnify and hold harmless, DANTA and its representatives from any ill effects resulting from any emergency decisions made in regards to treatment on STUDENT’s behalf when advance consent cannot be obtained.  In all circumstances, STUDENT shall be responsible for all costs associated with medical treatment and shall indemnify and hold harmless, DANTA and its representatives for any such costs.

8. STUDENT understands that DANTA cannot guarantee his/her health and safety while participating in the CLASS.  STUDENT is responsible for acting prudently and exercising all due caution and common sense at all times while traveling to and within the host country and while at the biological field station. It is the STUDENT’s responsibility to observe all safety rules as presented by the faculty and staff of DANTA.

It is the STUDENT’s responsibility to maintain contact with the local American Embassy for any and all bulletins pertinent to the health, safety or welfare of Americans who are visiting or living abroad.

9. Student understands that he/she is responsible for transportation to the site of the initial CLASS meeting (including all transportation within the U.S. or other home country, as well as airfare to and from Costa Rica, and any travel within Costa Rica that takes place prior to the designated initial meeting of the class).

Student agrees that DANTA is not responsible for any personal injury, death, and/or loss or damage to property suffered by STUDENT or any third party during periods of travel associated with, or independent of the CLASS.  The student shall indemnify and hold harmless DANTA and its representatives for any injury, property damage or loss, or death to himself/herself or any third party that may occur during travel.

10. STUDENT shall abide by all applicable rules, regulations, and policies of DANTA as established for the biological station and at any time and place during travel abroad associated with the CLASS.  Moreover, STUDENT will abide by the laws, customs and social standards of the host country.  Failure to abide by these rules, laws, and social standards may result in disciplinary action by DANTA that may include, but not be limited to, termination of participation in the CLASS and expulsion from the biological field station.  Any student so expelled will be required to arrange transportation from the airport in San Jose back to their country of residence, such travel to take place at the earliest opportunity and at the STUDENT’s expense.  Student further understands that DANTA will contact the STUDENT’s parents, spouse, and/or appropriate personnel at the STUDENT’s home institution so that the student’s premature arrival home will be expected.  STUDENT further understands that DANTA is free to disclose the reasons for such early expulsion and is to be indemnified and held harmless for any consequence to the STUDENT’s further education, career, standing, or mental or physical health, of such notification.

11. STUDENT assumes all responsibility for any grade awarded as a result of participation in the CLASS.  STUDENT also agrees to arrange for any credit for their CLASS through their HOME INSTITUTION or through the HOST INSTITUTION, where available, prior to participating in the class.  STUDENT understands that if they sign up for credit through a HOST INSTITUTION, they must arrange for transfer of transcripts from the HOST INSTITUTION to their HOME INSTITUTION at their own expense.

12. STUDENT forever discharges DANTA, the HOST INSTUTION, and their respective officers, employees, attorneys, representatives, insurers, agents, and assigns, each and every person, natural or corporate, from any and all demands, causes of action and/or judgments of whatsoever nature or character, past, present or future, known or unknown, whether in contact or in tort, whether for death, dismemberment, disability, physical or mental illness, financial loss, property damage, inconvenience, failure to maintain academic progress, accounts receivable, credits, refunds or any other monies due or to become due, or other damages of any kind and nature, which have accrued, and whether arising from common law or statute, to STUDENT, his/her heirs, executors, legal representatives, successors, assigns, or third party arising out of in any way, STUDENT’s participation in the CLASS.

III. DANTA’s Obligations.

1. DANTA will facilitate STUDENT’s participation in the CLASS by providing information on registration, obtaining credit, travel, and CLASS requirements.

2. Upon satisfactory completion of the requirements of the CLASS, DANTA or its representative (instructor) will provide the student with a grade that reflects their achievements and participation in the course.  Said grade will not necessarily be acceptable to the HOST INSTITUTION or the HOME INSTITUTION as an indication of performance in assigning credit (where available) for the CLASS, except as provided to under separate agreement between STUDENT and HOST INSTITUTION or HOME INSTITUTION.

3. DANTA agrees to provide reasonable accommodations, including room and board as well as travel within Costa Rica for the purposes of the CLASS.  DANTA further agrees to provide an environment that is conducive to learning while the student is participating in the class.

4. DANTA agrees to provide appropriately trained and educated instructors and assistants for implementation of the goals of the CLASS.

IV. Miscellaneous Provisions.

1. All lawsuits brought by one party hereto against the other and which are in regard to this Agreement and Release or in any way relating to STUDENT’s participation in the CLASS shall be filed and litigated in a court of competent jurisdiction in Pennsylvania.

2. This Agreement and Release and all claim and causes of action brought by one party hereto against the other and in any way relating to STUDENT’s participating in a CLASS shall be governed by the laws of Pennsylvania. 

V. Mutual Terms and Conditions.

1. The terms of this Agreement shall be from ____________ to _______________ (please enter appropriate course dates).  This agreement may not exceed a period of one calendar year.

2. DANTA may terminate this Agreement for any reason within ninety (90) days notice.  Either party may terminate this Agreement in the event of substantial breach by the other party.

3. This Agreement shall only be modified in writing with the same formality as the original Agreement.

4. The relationship between the parties to this Agreement to each other is that of independent contractors.  The relationship of the parties to this contract to each other shall not be construed to constitute a partnership, joint venture or any other relationship, other than that of independent contractors.

VI. Signatures.

STUDENT has read this Agreement and Release, understands its contents, and acknowledges it is signed freely, voluntarily and under no compulsion.  Student acknowledges that she/he is at least 18 years of age and competent to execute this Agreement.

_______________________________________


STUDENT (please print)






_______________________________________
________________

Student (signature)





Date

If STUDENT is under 18 years of age, parent or legal guardian must sign below.  If STUDENT is under 18, both parents must sign unless one parent is deceased:

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN has read this Agreement and Release, understands its contents, and acknowledges it is signed freely, voluntarily and under no compulsion. 

_______________________________________


PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN (please print)

_______________________________________
________________

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN (signature)

Date

_______________________________________

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN (please print)

_______________________________________
________________

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN (signature)

Date

DANTA by:

_______________________________________
________________

Director (signature)





Date

Terms and Agreement for Participation in a Field Course 

In consideration for participating in a field course, I hereby release, discharge, and covenant not to sue DANTA, the biological field station, the Host Institution, their respective officials, employees, attorneys, insurers, agents, and assigns (hereafter referred to as RELEASEES) from any and all liability, claims, demands, actions, and causes of actions whatsoever arising out of or related to any loss, damage, or injury, including death, that may be sustained by me or to any property belonging to me, whether caused by the negligence of the RELEASEES, or otherwise, while participating in such activity, or while in, on, or upon the premises where the activity is being conducted or in transportation to and from said premises.

To the best of my knowledge, I can fully participate in this activity.  I am fully aware of the risks and hazards connected with this activity, including, but not limited to, the risks noted herein.  I hereby elect to participate voluntarily in said activity, and to enter the above-named premises and engage in such activity knowing that the activity may be hazardous to me and my property.  I voluntarily assume responsibility for any risks of loss, property damage, or personal injury, including death, that may be sustained by me or any third party, as a result of being engaged in such activity, whether caused by the negligence of the RELEASEES, or otherwise.

I further agree to indemnify and hold harmless the RELEASEES from any loss, liability, damage, or costs, including court costs and attorney’s fees, that may occur due to my participation in this CLASS, either caused by negligence of RELEASEES or otherwise.

It is my express intent that this Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Form shall bind the members of my family and spouse and children (if any), if I am alive, and my heirs, assigns and personal representative, if I am not alive, and shall be deemed as a release, waiver, discharge, and covenant not to sue the above RELEASEES.  I hereby further agree that this Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Form shall be construed in accordance with the laws of New York.

In signing this Waiver of Liability and Hold-Harmless Form, I hereby acknowledge and represent that I have read the foregoing Terms and Agreement for Participation in a field course in Costa Rica, understand it and sign it voluntarily as my own free act and deed.  No oral representations, statements or inducements, apart from the foregoing written form have been made.  If under age 18, a parent or guardian must sign indicating his or her assumption of legal and financial responsibility for my participation in this program; and I execute this form in full, adequate and complete consideration fully intending to be bound by same.

STUDENT or parent/legal guardian has read this agreement and release, understands its contents, and acknowledges that it is signed freely, voluntarily, and under no compulsion.

_______________________________________


STUDENT (please print)






_______________________________________
________________

Student (signature)





Date

If STUDENT is under 18 years of age, parent or legal guardian must sign below.  If STUDENT is under 18, both parents must sign unless one parent is deceased:

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN has read this Agreement and Release, understands its contents, and acknowledges it is signed freely, voluntarily and under no compulsion. 

_______________________________________


PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN (please print)

_______________________________________
________________

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN (signature)

Date

_______________________________________

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN (please print)

_______________________________________
________________

PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN (signature)

Date
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